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 PO Box 89, Elwood, VIC 3184



incorporation number: A0034315X        ABN: 18 683 397 905

Contact:   mtf@mtf.org.au       MTF website: www.mtf.org.au
Chief Executive

Melbourne City Council (MCC)
Town Hall, Swanston Street





Melbourne VIC 3000








8 May 2009 

Dear MCC,

MTF Submission on Swanston Street Redevelopment
The Metropolitan Transport Forum (MTF) is a local government transport advocacy and networking group, with a membership of 19 Melbourne metropolitan councils, and associate members from across the transport sector
.  
Swanston Street is a pivotal street for Melbourne with multiple mode use: pedestrian, cyclist, taxi, bus, car, horse and carriage, and skaters/bladers.

Some limitation is required, but to ensure inner city amenity, the primary limitation should be to limit motor vehicles. Of all users, these most adversely affect other modes.  Footpaths width should be enhanced with separation of cycle facilities.  A separate cycle path in the centre of the road between tram tracks, as per Option 3, would be dangerous given the multiple crossings required over the tracks to access shops and services, for turns into other streets etc. Bikes face
the danger of wheels caught in tram tracks.

The MTF has major concerns with all of the options proposed for Swanston Street as set out in the Attachment.  The options do not consider users such as emergency vehicles, nightrider buses and carriages.  Of particular concern is the proposal to remove bicycle access with relocation to Exhibition and Williams Streets.  The gradient of these streets is unsuitable for cyclists as is Russell Street, for north-south access.

The proposal to remove bicycles from Swanston Street is also inconsistent with Melbourne as a cycle friendly city as well as the MCC proposed bicycle hire scheme. To be successful, this scheme requires cyclists to be able to use the most suitable streets regarding city access and gradient.
The MCC options for Swanston Street do not cover bike parking; many more cycle racks are required along Swanston Street and outside key CBD retail outlets. 
The MTF supports options to maximise inner city amenity and pedestrian and cyclist access and limit through vehicles.  The following principles should apply to any option accepted:

· hierarchy of road users, with pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users having priority,

· enhanced pedestrian amenity with seating, 
· accessible tram stops, but with investigation of trams with drop down ramps eliminating need for expensive redesign of tram stops, 
· segregated cycle paths with signage or use of different path medium,

· more bike parking racks on both sides of Swanston street, 
· no buses or through vehicles, except with a permit,  except night rider bus services, 
· taxis only for setting down and taking up passengers, ie no cab rank,
· limitation of truck deliveries to after hours, 
· indentations for delivery and taxi set down as appropriate,

· provision for emergency vehicle access.
Noting the MCC website on the Swanston Street redevelopment consultation, the MTF is concerned that although there is an online consultation form, there is no reference to receipt of submissions.  The consultation form format does not allow for broader perspectives that would be included in submissions.

The MTF welcomes the review and looks forward to its outcomes.

Cr Jackie M Fristacky
Chair, Metropolitan Transport Forum
jackie.fristacky@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Phone: 0412 597 794
Comments on Options:


Option 1

Decrease footpath width to allow 24 hour vehicle flow and a dedicated bicycle lane.  Indented parking for service delivery.
Comment:  

Decreased footpath width inconsistent with increased pedestrian use/priority
Compromises design for streets for people and activity

Would increase congestion on adjacent streets through vehicle turn queuing

Option is a backwards step
Option 2

As is, but with indented parking for service delivery.  Vehicles access 7 pm to 7 am.  Taxi parking removed

Comment:


Marginal improvement only over current design, including for cyclists
Indented parking an advantage
Problems for DDA compliance, and taxi access
Option 3
Trams relocated to kerbside, bicycle lane in centre

Comment:


Increased hazards for cyclists caught between trams, and turns over tracks

Poor visibility for pedestrians and cyclists of other users, thus hazardous for both

Road rules do not allow cyclists to travel to the right of a tram

Risk of car doors hitting trams

Problems for emergency vehicles and night rider bus

Huge cost for little benefit given increased hazards for users
Options 4 and 5
Increased footpath width to make raised platform tramstops and incorporate a dedicated cycle lane into extended footpath. 
Indented parking for services, limited vehicle access zones.
Comment

Advantages for pedestrians with wider footpaths, fewer cars and DDA compliance

Indented parking an advantage and would slow traffic

But confusing and would require substantial signage to direct users

Requires separation between pedestrians and cyclists

Need to provide for nightrider bus and emergency vehicles

Need to provide for interchange with Lonsdale Street bus service

Option 5 less confusing than Option 4, and less problematic for nightrider bus
Option 6
Increased footpath width throughout street with raised sections for trams, bicycle lane incorporated into footpath, no taxi and vehicle access, out of hours service delivery.

Comment:


Best option for key users: pedestrians, cyclists and public transport
Need to segregate pedestrians and cyclists by line marking/contrasting pavement
Need to stagger tram stops to facilitate emergency access

Some indented parking needs to be provided for taxis and deliveries out of hours

Out of hours loading could conflict with nightrider bus access

Drainage requires substantial attention to avoid flooding of footpaths/shops

Option 7
Bicycles relocated to Latrobe, Williams, Exhibition, Flinders

Comment:


Good for pedestrians and public transport but inconsistent with Melbourne Principal Bike Network, Melbourne as a cycle friendly city and new Cycle Hire Scheme

Education precinct (RMIT) relies on cycle access by students

Cyclists face steep gradients in Exhibition and William Streets near Collins

Greater hazards for cyclists using streets with more vehicles and fumes 

Enforcement a problem given cyclists likely to access Swanston street activities

Problems for emergency vehicles, night rider bus and loading vehicles at night






� It should be noted that MTF submissions on behalf of its local government members, are independent of the views of associate members.
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