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	The Metropolitan Transport Forum (MTF) supports the public transport projects identified in the State Transport Plan - the long overdue rail to South Morang, electrification to Sunbury, major investment in additional trains and signalling, and enhancing rail capacity by new rail spines though Melbourne.  The recognition of cycling as a major mode of transport with the State’s $100M funding for cycling infrastructure over 12 years is also welcome.
However, MTF Chair, Cr Jackie Fristacky, said the State Government Plans for road expansions - the Franskston bypass and new ring roads show that the State is still prioritising roads over public transport for growth areas.  This is despite the people’s demand for priority to be given to public transport services to reduce household transport costs and meet imperatives for reducing vehicle emissions.

The MTF welcomes the omission in the Plan of the Eddington road tunnel proposals for central Melbourne.  However, the $5 million allocated to study Hoddle Street flyovers and underpasses, demonstrates confusion over how to deal with congestion, emissions and road safety.  Cars and trucks do not begin and end trips on freeways.  They create congestion, pollution and accidents on entrances and exits, on local roads and streets.  
The State Government has still to catch up on key public transport projects identified in the Victorian 1969 Transportation Plan:

· rail to Monash, Rowville and Knox 

· planning for rail to service the Doncaster corridor 

· quadruplication of rail lines from Footscray to South Kensington
· extension and electrification of lines to Mornington and Hastings
· third track from Camberwell to Ringwood
· new line from Lyndhurst to Frankston with stations at Lyndhurst
· power signaling and track upgrades.
Enhanced public transport is crucial in the ability of people to access jobs and services and to assist cushioning the economic downturn.
Cr. Fristacky said the State Government must commence work immediately on the public transport projects to meet the transport needs of Melbourne.
The MTF represents 19 Metropolitan Councils and over 2.5 million people in Melbourne. 
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