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	The Metropolitan Transport Forum supports the call of Western Australia Transport Miinister, Alannah MacTiernan for transport policies to target greenhouse gas emissions in line with Australia's commitment to the Kyoto protocol on Climate Change.

As State and Federal Minister's for Transport meet in Melbourne on Friday 2 May, MTF Chair, Cr Jackie Fristacky urged the Ministerial meeting to adopt:

· scrapping tax breaks for salary packaged vehicles, FBT advantages for car use, and subsidies for four wheel drive vehicles

· scrapping motor vehicles in new employment contracts for public servants and other public sector employees.  Some 30% of peak hour traffic involves vehicles provided by employers
· new tax incentives for employers to offer bicycles, car pooling and  public transport vouchers in lieu of personal vehicles 

· priority to public transport infrastructure over roads in state and federal budgets

· application of Auslink funding for urban public transport infrastructure
· compulsory CO2 emission limits on motor vehicles.
Cr. Fristacky said these messages, put by the MTF to State and Federal Governments over successive years, had to date, fallen on deaf ears.  
“Australia is the only OECD country where the central government does not make a serious contribution to mass transport systems and urban amenity.”   “Distortions in Government transport funding with failure to support public transport systems in growth areas, is at a huge cost to the nation” cautioned Cr Fristacky.  It has contributed to accelerating demand for inner city and middle ring housing, placing greater pressure on housing and land prices.  This has created an affordability crisis in housing and transport in urban Australia.”

Governments must listen to the people who want to do the right thing by the environment and the nation but have been discouraged by Government policies actively promoting car use over public transport. This must be reversed.

The MTF represents 20 Metropolitan Councils and over 2.5 million people in Melbourne. 

Media enquiries: Cr Jackie Fristacky, 0412 597 794
	[image: image3.png]VA THYH VIUIIAN






