
Metropolitan Transport Forum (MTF)

Media Protocol

Purpose

The MTF engages with the media to get its views represented and to raise the profile of the MTF as the credible voice of local governments on transport issues in metropolitan Melbourne.

1 The chair of the MTF will be the designated spokesperson for the MTF. In her absence, the deputy chair will be the spokesperson.

2 Media statements should be derived from and be consistent with:

· The MTF’s statement of purposes (see Constitution)
· Submissions signed off by MTF members at general meetings

· Studies commissioned and supported by the MTF

· Where possible and where time allows, on major issues of interest to all member councils and consistent with 1 above, policy statements should be developed with contribution from member councils and endorsed at general meetings

· Agreed positions of the MTF
3 The MTF acknowledges that given the speed with which the media operates, it is not always possible to consult with the general membership on media statements.

4 The membership delegate the preparation of media statements to the executive.

5 Generally in accordance with 2 above and if time allows, the chair will circulate media releases to the executive for comment and approval with clear time lines for response. If the executive fail to respond within the given time, the chair may proceed.

6 Wherever possible, the chair of the MTF should indicate that the MTF is a membership organisation of 19 councils and that individual councils may have particular views on issues affecting their particular council or region.

7 As soon as practical, the chair should circulate statements made to the media to members.

8 Members should participate actively and early in meetings and in the preparation of submissions prepared for and by the MTF to ensure that the views expressed therein are supported.

9 Media statements are made on behalf of members, ie councils, and do not necessarily reflect the views of associate members participating in the MTF. This statement should be included as a disclaimer on all media releases.

