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Big challenges for new rail and tram operators

25 June

The Metropolitan Transport Forum (MTF) congratulates new operators Keolis Downer EDI (KDR) and Metro Trains Melbourne (MTM) as the Government’s preferred tenderers for Melbourne’s tram and train systems.  

MTF representing 19 Melbourne councils, looks forward to working with the new operators to improve public transport services for local communities.  

Cr Jackie Fristacky, MTF Chair and City of Yarra councillor, highlighted the challenges in ensuring that rail and tram service levels meet the escalating demand for public transport in Melbourne.  

The MTF calls on the Government to ensure that the contracts with these new operators provide incentives for high levels of service, to meet Melbourne’s growing patronage levels.  The Government must order many more trams and trains to ensure the new operators can meet the demand. 

                                                                                                       

Cr Fristacky joins Minister Kosky in thanking TransdevTSL for operating Yarra Trams for the past 10 years, and Connex for running Melbourne’s metropolitan rail system.  

Cr Fristacky said both organisations have been valued associate members of the MTF. 

‘We have appreciated the productive working relationships of both operators and their staff, with the MTF and local governments.  We will particularly miss Yarra Trams CEO, Denis Cliche, who has become one of Melbourne’s unique characters.

The MTF represents 19 councils in metropolitan Melbourne.
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